STATEMENT OF THE CJEU PRESS OFFICE
On Tuesday afternoon, the President of the Court of Justice of the European Union and the President of the General Court of the European Union met a group of journalists from Brussels, in the context of the so-called Luxembourg Field Trip organised annually by the EU Institutions based in Luxembourg. Over approximately one hour and a half, the two Presidents answered several questions by journalists representing various media outlets.  Both Presidents stated at the beginning of this press conference that they will not comment on pending cases or make speculative remarks about potentially pending cases.  

In response to a question by a Polish journalist, formulated in hypothetical terms, regarding the non-compliance of a Member State of the EU with a judgment or an order of the Court, President Lenaerts underlined the fact that he replied to a totally hypothetical question and then went on to explain that “the decisions of the court must be complied with. That is true at national level that is true at a European level.  A Member State not complying, and I say this in general, puts itself outside the legal order of the Union”.  
Subsequently, another journalist asked a follow-up question on what will happen if Poland refuses to comply with the recent interim order of the Vice-President of the Court in case C-619/18 R Commission v Poland  and who will act to make Poland feel that it is outside of the European Union. 

In his reply the President specified that 
“provisional orders and also for surely definitive judgments have to be complied with because if you don’t comply with them you put yourself, I said, outside the legal order.  That is also the case in Germany or in Belgium or in any of our Member States. If the authorities no longer comply with the orders given by courts settling litigation then you are outside the constitutional legal order of that State. 

So that is what I said and please do not deform my words.  

I shall tell you as a general thing that I try to be very precise but when I then read what is sometimes made of it so please stay close to the words, that is what I said.  

I am not speaking and I did not pronounce the name of any Member State except two where the cases have been decided in 1966 and 2006 respectively 52 and 12 years ago.”
This was in reference to the judgments of the Court of 30 June 1966, Vaassen-Göbbels, and of 19 September 2006, Wilson. These cases had dealt with issues related to the independence of courts or tribunals in The Netherlands and in Luxembourg respectively and the President made extensive reference to them.  
