
Global   Statement   on   the   Great   Barrier   Reef   
  

The   Great   Barrier   Reef   is   an   iconic   World   Heritage   site,   a   treasured   place   of   Outstanding   
Universal   Value   to   all   humanity.   
  

Its   immense   beauty   and   biodiversity   have   inspired   millions   around   the   world.   
But   its   future   is   at   stake.   The   climate   emergency   is   already   evident   in   the   Great   Barrier   Reef.   
  

Over   the   past   five   years,   three   severe   coral   bleaching   events   fuelled   by   global   warming   have   
caused   mass   coral   mortality.   
  

The   scientific   evidence   is   beyond   doubt:   the   Great   Barrier   Reef   is   in   danger   and   it   is   time   to   act.   
  

We   therefore   support   UNESCO’s   recommendation   to   the   World   Heritage   Committee   to   inscribe   
the   Great   Barrier   Reef   on   the   List   of   World   Heritage   in   Danger.   
  

Limiting   global   temperature   rise   to   1.5°C   is   a   critical   threshold   for   the   Great   Barrier   Reef.   
We   urge   Australia   –   as   the   custodian   of   the   Reef   -   to   implement   a   national   plan   compatible   with   
1.5°C.   
  

We   urge   the   world’s   major   emitters   to   undertake   the   most   ambitious   climate   action   under   the   
Paris   Agreement.   
  

There   is   still   time   to   save   the   Great   Barrier   Reef,   but   Australia   and   the   world   must   act   now.   
  

We   commend   UNESCO   for   its   leadership.   We   urge   the   World   Heritage   Committee   to   endorse   
UNESCO’s   recommendation.   
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